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Lower Saucon UCC, a progressive 

congregation rich in history, exists to: 

 Promote spiritual growth in all people of 

all ages 

 Nurture a loving and caring Christian 

community 

 Worship our Living God through faithful 

service 

Lower Saucon UCC: a place to believe, belong 

and worship together. 

 

2025 CONSISTORY 

Alan Byerley (Pres.)            Cheryl Christman 

Kate Griffiths              Judy Koch 

Tim Mattes         Tony Nauroth 

Tom Sofka (VP)            Lindsey Sanders (Sec.)                   

Tina Seifert          Paul Wilhelm 

CHURCH TREASURER   Kirk Gorkos 

 

Lower Saucon United Church of Christ 

Reverend Rebekah Thomas 

1375 Third Avenue 

Hellertown, PA   18055 

610-838-8821  

  

Sunday Worship  9:00 am   

Sunday School  9:15 am 

 

  Church Office Hours    Tuesday-Thursday 9 am to 12 noon 

  Church Office        (610) 838-8821 

  Fellowship Hall/Kitchen      (610) 838-2659 

 

  Website      www.lowersauconucc.org 

  Church Email        churchoffice@lowersauconucc.org 

  Pastor’s Email     pastorbecky1121@gmail.com 

  Online Giving     lowersauconucc.org/donate/ 

  Visit us on Facebook      facebook.com Lower Saucon UCC 

  Email for BUZZ Articles       info@lowersauconucc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lay Leader Schedule  Usher of the Month  Tom Sofka 
 

Ushers/Greeters             Scripture Reader    Children’s Sermon   Sunday School  

Jun   1 Carlene Barrell     Cheryl Christman         Betty Byerley        Nancy Gorkos    Lindsey Sanders 
 

Jun   8 Tina Seifert           Diana Severn               Doug Lander         Diana Severn      Andrea Keller 
 

Jun 15 Betty Byerley        Kris Breidenbach        Nikki Meyer          Tony Nauroth      Nancy Gorkos 
 

Jun 22 Jo Ann Sofka         Tom Sofka                 Tony Nauroth         Josh Sanders       Diana Severn     
 

Jun 29 Kate Griffiths        Judy Kovacs               Lindsey Sanders     Alan Byerley      NA 
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FROM PASTOR BECKY … 
 

I always thought summer was supposed to be a 

time of rest. That it was supposed to be a time 

to take a break from all of the busyness of our 

daily lives and just relax. It is, after all, when 

families typically take vacations and school is 

out for the summer. Then I realized that 

vacations can be just as exhausting as the 

regular work week. There is all of the planning 

that goes in to taking a vacation. Then you have 

to pack and hopefully not forget anything. 

Often, there are a million things you want to do 

and see when you are on vacation. You get 

back to work the next week and you are 

bombarded by all of the work that built up 

while you were gone.  

 

As I look at my schedule for the summer and 

plan out my summer vacations, I am trying to 

carve out space for time to truly relax. I hope 

that, despite the busyness even of vacation, you 

can take some time to just sit with God this 

summer. Find a quiet place away from 

everything and everyone and just rest in that 

space. Try to find some time to enjoy the 

beauty of creation. May your summer truly be a 

time of rest.  

  In light and love, 

Pastor Becky 

 

 
Welcome Home 

by Yael Lachman 
 

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live 

together in unity! – Psalm 133:1 (NRSV)  

 

Imagine, if you will, that your neighbors are having a 

big family party. Every time their front door opens, you 

hear a chorus of joyful greetings: Hello! You’re here! 

So great to see you!  

 

Now imagine that you’re walking through an oak 

woodland, and you hear the same kind of ecstatic 

greeting. Only here, the shouts of joy are coming from 

high above your head, and they sound something 

like, Waka-waka-waka!! If you look up quickly, you’ll 

witness the event that has occasioned this loud 

celebration: an acorn woodpecker has just returned 

from a foraging expedition, causing family and friends 

to flap their wings and shout for joy.   

 

I’ve spent many happy hours beneath the oaks, 

observing the clownish antics of Melanerpes 

formicivorus, and I am here to tell you that this wild 

greeting takes place all day long, every single time a 

bird returns to the communal tree. Apparently, the joy 

of welcoming someone home never gets old.   

 

And what a home it is! Acorn woodpeckers live in 

social groups of a dozen or more birds, storing acorns 

in their shared granaries: dead trees pocked with 

thousands of acorn-shaped holes, many of which were 

drilled by past generations of birds. Communal groups 

also have an unusual mating arrangement in which 

multiple males and females breed together, raise chicks 

in one big cohort, and share resources cooperatively.  

 

Even non-breeding siblings sometimes stick around for 

years, helping to forage for food, manage the shared 

acorn stash, and care for younger birds.   

 

How good it is, indeed, for kindred to live 

together. Hallelujah! Waka-waka! Welcome home! 

 

Prayer 
God of earth and oak, of flapping wings and raucous 

song, help us to learn from our wise neighbors. May 

they teach us how to live in harmony, sharing the gifts 

of your abundant love. 



 
 

LSUCC CONSISTORY MINUTES (Pending Approval) 

May 16, 2025 
 

In attendance: Kirk Gorkos, Judy Koch, Tina Seifert, 

Cheryl Christman, Tom Sofka, Tim Mattes, Tony 

Nauroth, Lindsey Sanders, Paul Wilhelm, and Pastor 

Becky Thomas. On the phone: Alan Byerley. Missing: 

Kate Griffiths 
 

In Alan’s absence, Tom ran the meeting. Tom called 

the meeting to order. Judy did a devotional reading. 

Pastor Becky led us in prayer. 
 

Secretary’s report: Lindsey presented the Secretary’s 

report. Paul made a motion to accept the minutes as 

presented. Tim seconded. All voted to accept. 
 

Treasurer’s report: Kirk presented a summary of our 

account balances as of 5/12/25. Tina made a motion to 

accept. Lindsey seconded. All voted to accept. 
 

Pastor’s Report: 

4/7 – 5/11/2025 

Period  Hours  PCE  Notes on Activities 

4/7-4/13 24 4 Consistory; Midweek 

Lent 

4/14-4/20 30 4 Holy Week 

4/21-4/27 24 6 Community of Practice;  

Book Club; Memorial 

4/28-5/4 20 3  

5/5-5/11 15 2 

Total   113 19 

Notes:  

 Pastor Becky will be away attending doctorate 

intensive classes the week 5/19-5/23 

 Pastor Becky will be on vacation 7/5-7/11 

 Pastor Becky will be attending General Synod 7/11-

7/15 (Consistory approved the pastor serving as a 

delegate for the PNEC) 

 WISE meeting May 16 at 6:00pm 
 

President’s Communication:  

 We received our “5 for 5” recognition from 

Conference for supporting Our Church’s Wider 

Mission Basic Support, Neighbors in Need, One 

Great Hour of Sharing, The Christmas Fund, and 

Strengthen the Church Special Mission Offerings of 

the UCC. 
 

Committee reports: 

 Property –  

o Will work on fixing the broken pew 

o Wayne came through the church on Tuesday and 

took measurements and will be getting us an 

estimate for metal and wood railings. 

 Service –  

o June 7th – Community yard sale; breakfast and 

lunch foods will be provided as well; tables will be 

set up the week before to start organizing 

o We will have a table set up at Hellertown Heritage 

Day on May 17th  

 Worship –  

o June 8th – Pentecost (no Communion June 1st) 

o June 29th – VBS worship 

o September 14th – Rally Day and outdoor service 

picnic in the afternoon. No AM worship 

o October 5th – World Communion Sunday 

o October 26th – Harvest Home 

o November 2nd – All Saints Sunday 

o November 23rd – Hanging of the Greens; 

Congregational meeting 

o Advent theme – What do you Fear?: Insisting on 

Hope this Advent 

o Discussed the potential to do a cross carry in 

Hellertown next Good Friday 

 Christian Ed –  

o VBS – June 23-26th  

o Summer Sunday School – continuing to rotate 

teachers; focusing on the basic Bible stories 

o Rally Day – September 14th 

o Pastor Becky would like to start a “Dining and 

Dialogue” program once a month 
 

Concerns from the Past:  

 Kirk attended the Conference meeting via Zoom. 

Everything proposed by our conference was approved 

to move forward. 
 

Concerns for the Future: 

 We discussed the potential use of the church as a 

location for NA meetings. 

 Lindsey presented a project with other community 

churches to set up a comfort room for children 

experiencing trauma. 
 

Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 11th at 

6:30pm. Meeting was adjourned, and all joined in the 

Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lindsey 

 

Consistory meets on the second Wednesday of the 

month at 6:30 PM. Meetings are open to every 

member of our congregation.  For comments, 

concerns or further details, please see any member 

of Consistory. 

 



Scammers are targetting 

pastors by using online sermon 

recordings to create requests 

for financial support.  Be aware that Pastor Becky will 

NEVER text or email financial requests. Protect 

yourself, never send money or gift cards to anyone, 

even family members, unless you have spoken to them 

directly and are sure they are who they claim to be. 

 
Contributions to our "Helping Our Members 

Emergency" fund are coming in. You can give to this 

fund anytime simply by writing "HOME" on your 

church envelope. The amount you give will be credited 

to your church offering statement. Lower Saucon will 

also add to the HOME fund by giving 10% of all 

fundraising profits.

April Income 

    $6,175.50 Current Expenses 

         666.50 Benevolences  

         318.00 Facilities Use 

       4284.00 Fundraising 

  $11,444.00 Total 

 
 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

June 5  Meghan Galvin 

June 9  Royal Tissoni 

June 16 Grace Mattes 

June 18 Tony Nauroth 

June 19 Oliver Severn 

June 21 Caroline Klotz 

June 24 Sage Mattes  

June 30 Alan Byerley 
 

JUNE ANNIVERSARYS 
 

June 1  Bob & Cheryl Christman  

June 16 Todd & Tina Seifert 

June 27 Ken & Debbie Keller 

June 28 Henry & Amber Wolst 

 
If you, or your family members, were omitted from the 

celebration lists please accept our apologies and contact 

the church office to see that the information is updated.  

Congratulations to  

a 2025 graduate of Southern Lehigh High School. The 

daughter of Erik & Jennifer Bernhard and 

granddaughter of Beverly Koch, she will be attending 

West Chester University in the fall to study Criminal 

Justice. 

More Graduate News to Come 
If someone in your family is graduating please email 

the information about their degree and future plans 

along with a photo to the church so we can celebrate 

their accomplishments in a future issue of the Buzz. 

April Baylock new email address: a.baylock@me.com 

Lisa Klotz new email address: lisalk3@aol.com 
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Whitney Anderson 

36 Cote Hill Rd 

Morristown, VT 05661 

 

Nathan Gorkos 

7755 E Quincy Ave. 

207 Bldg. A-4 

Denver CO 80237 

 

Beverly Koch 

563 Rentzheimer Dr 

Hellertown PA 18055 
 

Our church family wants to share in your 

joys and sorrows.  Hospitals and care 

facilities do not notify churches or share 

information, so please contact the church 

office with information about family members who are 

hospitalized, in care, or would welcome prayer for any 

reason.  We’d also like to share your joys so be sure to 

let us know those as well. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 
 

 

SPIRITED AWAY BOOK CLUB 

Come escape with us as we explore books 

that will nourish your Spirit! We will meet 

at LSUCC on the last Thursday of the 

month 7pm. Join us for one book or all the 

books!   July 31: The Horse and His Boy 

and Prince Caspian by C. S. Lewis. 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE NEWS 

Grocery Gift Cards 

Sign up for July Gift Cards by June 15 

with delivery scheduled for Sunday, 

June 29. The Church earns 5% of the 

amount we sell. If there are any 

questions please see or call Gerrie Koch. You can sign 

up for cards in the side hall, 

Fellowship Hall or by phoning 

Gerrie or the church office.  

Moravian Sugar Cake Baking 

Shoofly pies will not be baked again until 

fall but our bakers will offer Moravian 

Sugar Cakes, Thursday, June 12. Cakes 

must be pre-ordered by June 6th.  You 

can sign-up in the side hall, Fellowship Hall or by 

phoning the church. The cost of cakes is $10.00.  Thank 

you to all who help with and support our fund raisers.   

Paint Like Bob Ross Event 
June 29, 2 PM  

Sign up today for this or any other up-coming class 

online at https://www.letspaintapicture.art/.  There 

are a limited number of seats available in each class.  

Share the information with your 

friends and neighbors.  It’s really a 

lot of fun and you may discover a 

talent you never knew you had.  

The cost is $60 and all supplies are 

included except a roll of paper 

towels. 

YARD SALE 

LSUCC will participate in the community 

yard sale 8am-2pm, Saturday, June 7.  We 

will be having refreshments available. Start 

collecting items to donate that will be sold 

with proceeds going to the church. Cheryl 

Christman is looking for help to accept and organize 

donations the week before the sale as well as help for 

the day of the sale. If you have any questions or would 

be willing to help in any capacity please contact her. 

****************** 

A special thank you to Betty Byerley & Tony Nauroth 

for acting as proof readers. 

PLEASE SUBMIT ANY INFORMATION FOR THE 

BUZZ BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH TO 

info@lowersauconucc.org 

I WILL REPLY SO YOU KNOW I RECEIVED IT. 
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July 16     6 – 8:30 pm 

$10 will get you one double bingo card for 20 games of 

bingo. Children accompanied by a paying adult, $5.00. 

Extra cards are $.50. Light refreshments served at 

intermission are included in admission. 

Hope to see you there!  We are in need of small 

giveaway baskets as well as prize basket donations.  

Please see Cheryl Christman. 
 

.EVANGELISM & MISSION NEWS 

ALLIANCE STAMP MINISTRY 
Please continue to be on the lookout for 

the envelopes you receive with stamps.  

Just trim your used envelope postage 

so there is 1/3 inch of paper 

surrounding the stamp, and then drop them in one of the 

collection containers located in the Narthex or 

Fellowship Hall. If you want to know more about this 

ministry visit: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fj0Gl1S3j6Ec 

Thank you to everyone who donates or helps make 

items.   Phoebe staff and residents appreciate our 

efforts.  Donations of large print puzzle, word-search 

and fill-in books, adult coloring books, small boxes of 

crayons or colored pencils are always welcomed by the 

residents.   

 

Look for a collection basket in the side hall.  If  

you’d like to do some simple sewing to help create 

prayer items or if you knit, crochet or have extra yarn—

any colors, prayer blankets size 3' x 3', are being made 

for our ministry at Phoebe Richland.  

Yarn and/or blankets can be dropped off at church 

or someone can pick them up.  
Questions?  Call or text Cheryl at 610-657-1787  

 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY FOOD BANKS 
Please continue to support both of our area Food 

Banks.  Monetary donations can be made through your 

church offering or directly to:  New Jerusalem 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, ATTN: Food Bank,  

3233 Apples Church Road, Bethlehem, PA 18015, or 

the Emergency Food Bank at Word of Life, ATTN: 

Food Bank, 3221 Bingen Rd, Bethlehem, PA 18015. 
 

Fellowship Hour 

Jun 8: Yard Sale Crew 

Jul 6: 

Aug 3: 
 

Baked goods that were contributed to Marguerite 

Johnson’s memorial service were enough to supply 

Fellowship Hour in May. Thank you to all who 

brought items.  You can sign up to sponsor a Sunday 

on the side hall bulletin board.  Contact Kate Griffiths 

if you have questions.  
 

 

LSUCC QUILTERS 

Our Quilters meet each Tuesday from 9 AM to 3 PM.  

New members are always welcome.  No experience 

necessary, just a willingness to learn.  They have 

already pinned in the quilt pictured here that will be 

raffled in December. Tickets are attached at the end of 

this Buzz. They are available in larger quantities by 

contacting Elaine Kantor or the Church office. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fj0Gl1S3j6Ec


This club meets at Elaine Kantor’s home, 

usually monthly.  They are reading, The God 

of the Woods by Liz Moore. For date and 

time information please see Martha Sterling 

or Elaine Kantor.

 

Our JOYFUL NOISE campaign raised $27.00 in April 

for the H.A.M. Crisis Fund. In June the money 

collected will support the Evangelical and Reformed 

Historical Society. 
 

ON HOLY GROUND  

The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering reflects the 

shared commitment of people across the United Church 

of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC. 

Conferences and the national setting equally share the 

gifts given by members and friends through their local 

congregations. The funds support leadership 

development, new churches, youth ministry, and 

innovation in existing congregations.  Through your 

generosity to this offering, you build up the Body of 

Christ.  As God calls our congregations to be the 

church in new ways, your generosity will plant new 

churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches and 

develop the spiritual life in our youth and young adults. 

Our congregation will receive the STC offering on 

Pentecost Sunday, June 8, 2025. 

 
WORSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS 

 

Daily Devotions 
 

The new “These Days” & “Upper Room”  are in.  If 

you want one dropped  off to you, call or 

email  the church. If you are more  techno-

savvy and would like a free 

Stillspeaking daily devotional 

message delivered to your email 

inbox visit http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-

spirit/daily-devotional/  
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Letter from Our Conference Minister Dated 

May 15, 2025 

“For it is you who formed my inward parts; you knit me 

together in my mother’s womb. I praise you for I am 

fearfully and wonderfully made.” (Psalm 139:13-14) 
  

Dear Friends, 

It’s a rainy Thursday as I sit to write this letter. Usually, 

a scripture comes quickly to mind when I prepare to 

write but I must admit the idea for the letter came first. 

I searched for the scripture later. If you’ve been 

following me around lately you know that my back has 

been giving me problems, and I needed to be “pushed 

around” in a wheelchair at the Spring Meeting and am 

still using a walker. I am steadily improving, and I think 

I’ll be without extra appliances for assistance soon. 
 

That being said, I have discovered a few of the 

challenges that folks with mobility issues experience. 

During the last few weeks, I have noticed some barriers 

to accessibility that we, as a church, might want to 

address. So, I’m going to ask a number of questions, 

and I invite you to look around your church buildings 

and see what issues there may be. 
 

How far is the handicap parking space from the 

entrance ramp? How level is the sidewalk or pathway? 

Will someone get stuck and need to lift their walker to 

get over bumps and cracks? Do you have a ramp that 

ends at a door, which then requires a step into the 

building? How level is the door frame at the entrance 

with the ramp or sidewalk? How far away is that 

entrance from the sanctuary and social spaces? Is the 

door so heavy that it requires one person to open it so 

another person can walk through? Could a person open 

the door with one hand while walking with a walker 

into the building? 
 

Once inside, is there a chair lift or an elevator to enable 

a person to navigate stairs? Are there clear directions on 

how to operate the lift or is someone monitoring its use 

to assist? How about access to the chancel and the 

pulpit? Could a person navigate access, are there stairs, 

are there railings for support? 
 

What about your restrooms? Do you have handicap 

accommodations like higher toilets, support bars, doors 

that swing easily so a walker can be maneuvered 

through the entrance? How easy would it be to reach 

the soap dispenser, the faucets, the towels? 
 

Can someone easily access the social spaces? Can they 

get coffee and snacks? Are the chairs easily moveable? 

 

In recent years we have all sought to be more 

welcoming to our neighbors, more accessible to 

newcomers. Sometimes we have focused on the 

theology of hospitality and welcome. And we should. 

But the practical issues of hospitality are also 

important. If I cannot navigate myself into the space, if 

I cannot be comfortable moving around, if I constantly 

need to ask for assistance to get from room to room or 

place to place, I might be so embarrassed that I may not 

return. 
 

I encourage all our congregations to look at the 

Accessible to All resources from the national setting. 

Look around your spaces. Clear barriers. Remove 

challenges to access. Trust me, it’s important. 

~~Blessings, Bonnie 
 

 

Search-A-Word Puzzle 

Based on Galatians 3:24-29 (NRSV) 

D I S C I P L I N A R I A N  

R O F F S P R I N G E Y E F  

I Y R H K W L U P C G O N R  

G T O E L A E S K H N U O E  

H H H I W H O J E R O R Y E  

T H E R E F O R E I L S I B  

E D H S O E C S R S C E G A  

O E F T A U U A G T E L N P  

U N E C I S G O M D S V O T  

S O M C E A O H D E I E L I  

L K A J E B F Q T O M S E Z  

A C L C L O T H E D O A B E  

V E E K M C H I L D R E N D  

E R X T C E J B U S P G O D  

Galatians 3:24-29 

Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, 

so that we might be reckoned as righteous by faith. But 

now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a 

disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of 

God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into 

Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no 

longer Jew or Greek; there is no longer slave or free; there 

is no longer male and female, for all of you are one in Christ 

Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 

offspring, heirs according to the promise. 

 



 



  



  



OUR CALENDAR PAGE 

Please see 

https://lowersauconucc.org/our-calendar/ 
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