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Lower Saucon UCC, a progressive
congregation rich in history, exists to:
Promote spiritual growth in all people of
all ages

Nurture a loving and caring Christian
community

Worship our Living God through faithful
service

Lower Saucon UCC: a place to believe, belong
and worship together.
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FROM PASTOR BECKY ...

As | sit and write this | am thinking about how
quickly the church year is passing. I am in the
middle of my preparation for Advent already! It
Is hard to believe that | am planning for the
beginning of a new church year. We are about
to enter a season of busyness for all of us. A
season where we have to plan holiday
gatherings and purchase gifts for our friends
and family. A season that can often feel hurried.
On top of that, it is a season where many
emotions can come to the surface. Many of us
are thinking about loved ones who are no
longer with us. Still others are thinking of
families that are divided or disconnected.

Whether it is work, or family, or just life in
general, this can be a particularly stressful
season. So, | invite you to join me in pausing to
take a breath. There is a verse that | use often to
center myself when | am feeling overwhelmed.
“Be still, and know that | am God (Psalm
46:10).” I share this with you as we prepare for
this time of stress and busyness, so that you
have a reminder to pause, breathe, and
remember that God is with you. | am using it as
a way to remind myself to approach each day
with gratitude. May you take the time to pause
and reconnect with God before all of the
busyness of the holiday season takes over.

In light and love,
Pastor Becky

Who Scares You?
by Mary Luti

But to the wicked God says, “Consider this, you who
forget God, or | will tear you to pieces, with no one to
rescue you.” — Psalm 50:16a & 22 (NIV)

Lovely. God wants to rip our limbs off. The limbs of
the wicked, that is, who probably deserve it. But it’s
still repulsive.

Whenever God’s wrath scorches a page of scripture, |
think, here’s a Deity just begging to be despised. Before
this God, you lower your head—not to adore, but to
avoid detection.

How to fathom it?

Some people say the Bible’s human authors
misunderstood God’s character. It’s projection.
Others point to all the instances of divine benevolence
that outweigh the wrath. On balance, not so bad.

Some reject the “angry God of the Old Testament” and
believe only in the “loving God of the New” (a false
and historically harmful distinction, by the way; not to
mention an official heresy called Marcionism).

God’s wrath. There’s no way to make it palatable. It
isn’t.

But sometimes | wonder why we demand of God what
we don’t demand of ourselves.

I mean, if you view God’s destructive ferocity through
the lens of the vast scope of our own, does God look
more frightening than God’s world looks today, abused
and polluted? Is the scriptural fury of God more terrible
than the actual fury of human greed, nationalism, war,
xenophobia, and genocide?

If scripture says that sometimes God feels like tearing
us to pieces, are we who violently loathe each other
teaching God how it’s done?

The God of Psalm 50 vows not to save us, yet does,
time and time again. Are we reversible, too? Do we
relent? Or are we always in more peril from each other
than we’ve ever been from God?

Of whom should we really be afraid?

Prayer

Your wrath is repulsive and scary. Ours is even scarier.
But if you must break something, break our hearts.
Crack us open to love.



Consistory
Corner

LSUCC CONSISTORY MINUTES (Pending Approval)
October 8, 2025

In attendance: Kirk Gorkos, Tina Seifert, Tom Sofka,
Tony Nauroth, Lindsey Sanders, Paul Wilhelm, Cheryl
Christman, and Alan Byerley. Missing: Tom Sofka,
Paul Wilhelm, Kate Griffiths, and Pastor Becky
Thomas.

Alan called the meeting to order. Alan led a devotional
on friends. Alan led us in prayer.

Secretary’s report: Lindsey presented the Secretary’s
report. Tim made a motion to accept the minutes as
presented. Tony seconded. All voted to accept.

Treasurer’s report: Kirk presented the proposed budget
for 2026. Tony made a motion to accept the budget as
proposed. Tina seconded. All voted to accept. This
budget will be sent to the Congregation for review prior
to the Congregational meeting on November 23".

Pastor’s Report: No Pastor’s report was presented as
Pastor Becky was attending her DMin intensive week.

President’s Communication:

e \We received an email from AiroSmith Development
regarding the possibility of Greenlight Networks
installing a fiber optics hub on our property.
Greenlight would offer compensation of some sort to
the church for use of the property. Tim is going to
reach out to the representative to get additional
information.

Committee reports:

e Property —
o All the fence posts and benches were pulled out
o A new roof was put on the shed.
o Once mowing is done, the committee will begin
doing indoor work (painting, waxing, etc).
e Supper —
o Chili sale sometime in winter
e Service —
o Making apple dumplings Oct 23"
o Starting to make Christmas candy Oct 13™
o No shoo-fly pies in November
e Christian Ed —
o October 12" — Corn maze at 12:30 at the farm
o October — Joyful Noise campaign for UNICEF
o October 26™ — Trunk or Treat 5:30-7:00pm
o We will be doing Advent Fellowship activities
again this year after worship during Advent.
o Christmas Caroling — December 21°
o Next meeting November 9"

o Rainforest Falls VBS Jun 22-25, 2026

Concerns from the Past:

e Tim is still working on updating the office computer.

e Transfer of funds from Merrill Lynch to American
Funds is now complete.

e The CD that the church took out matures on October
10™. The interest rate drops dramatically once the
term expires. Kirk is going to pull that money out
and transfer it to American Funds.

Concerns for the Future:

e Tina has agreed to serve a second term on Consistory.
Kirk has also agreed to join Consistory again.

e Tim presented the possibility of opening our church
to authors or presenters as an event venue.

Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November
12" at 6:30pm. Meeting was adjourned, and all joined
in the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Lindsey

Consistory meets on the second Wednesday of the
month at 6:30 PM. Meetings are open to every
member of our congregation. For comments,
concerns or further details, please see any member
of Consistory.

Annual Congregational Meeting

will be held
after worship
on Sunday,
November
23rd.

SCAM Sc_ammer_s are targetting pastors by
7 ALIZRT 1 using online sermon recordings to
create requests for financial support.

Be aware that Pastor Becky will NEVER text or email
financial requests. Protect yourself, never send money
or gift cards to anyone, even family members, unless
you have spoken to them directly and are sure they are
who they claim to be.
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FUND

Contributions to our "Helping Qur Members
Emergency" fund are coming in. You can give to this
fund anytime simply by writing "HOME" on your
church envelope. The amount you give will be credited
to your church offering statement. Lower Saucon will
also add to the HOME fund by giving 10% of all

fundraising profits

stewardship repor
September Income

$4,740.00 Current Expenses
337.00 Benevolences
812.00 Fundraising
105.00 Memorial Fund
1,590.00 Facilities Use
$7,584.00 Total

.NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

November 2 Randy Koder

November 5
November 7

November 9

November 11
November 12

November 13
November 15
November 19
November 21
November 23
November 25

Tim Klotz
Lillian Day

Jo Ann Sofka
Barbara Gross
Judy Staats
Doreen Burns
Robert Christman
Nick Spengler
Ezra Gorkos
Tina Seifert
Pamela Wolf
Pastor Becky
Khloe Bernhard
Ron Werkheiser
Mia Wolst
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NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARYS

November 27 Mike & Jennifer Galvin
November 29 Doug & Christine Lander

o
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If you, or your family members, were omitted from
the celebration lists please accept our apologies and
contact the church office to see that the information
is updated.

Our church family wants to share in
your joys and sorrows. Hospitals
and care facilities do not notify
churches or share information, so
please contact the church office with
information about family members
who are hospitalized, in care, or
would welcome prayer for any reason. We’d also like
to share your joys so be sure to let us know those as
well.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
SPIRITED AWAY BOOK CLUB

Come escape with us as we explore books that will
nourish your Spirit! We usually meet at LSUCC on the
last Thursday of the month at 7pm but will be altering
our schedule to accommodate the Thanksgiving
holiday. Join us for one book or all the books!
November 20: The Last Battle by C. S. Lewis.



Family Game Event

November 8, 2-5 PM
All are welcome to join us as we enjoy the pleasure of
friendly, family competition playing games together.
, Bring your favorite game along or learn a
TN new one. It's all part of the fun. We have
w added Pickle Ball to our game options.

ADVENT FAMILY FELLOWSHIP

Each Sunday during the Advent
Season, immediately after worship
we will gather in fellowship hall for

B a family advent project planned by
W?)%Y(EST-IEP members of our Christian Ed

Committee. Each week we will

hear a bit about a Christmas Tradition and participate in
activities to help us prepare our hearts and minds for
Christ’s arrival. Please plan to extend your time at
church on Sunday mornings beginning on November
30.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE NEWS

Grocery Gift Cards

Sign up for December Gift Cards by
November 16 with delivery scheduled
for Sunday, November 30. Remember to
include your Christmas items when
planning your order. The Church earns 5% of the
amount we sell. If there are any »
questions please see or call Gerrie
Koch. You can sign up for cards in
the side hall, Fellowship Hall or by phoning Gerrie or
the church office.

Paint Like Bob Ross Event

November 15, 2 PM
Sign up today for this or any other
up-coming class online at h (S
https://www.letspaintapicture.art/. Qlj.lLD
There are a limited number of seats =
available in each class. Share the %
information with your friends and
neighbors. It’s really a lot of fun and you may discover
a talent you never knew you had. The cost is $60 and
all supplies are included except a roll of paper towels.

Pumpkin and Pecan Pie Sale

The bakers will make pumpkin and
;L, pecan pie at a cost of $12 each on

November 25 with pickup 3-5 pm.
w Orders will be due by November 20.
——
Christmas Candy Order forms are
attached near the end of this Buzz.

EVANGELISM & MISSION NEWS

Fellowship Hour

Nov 2: Keller/Mattes
Dec 7: Gorkos
Jan  4: Sterling

Thank you to Judy Kovacs for sponsoring fellowship
hour in October. You can sign up to sponsor a Sunday
Fellowship Hour on the side hall bulletin board.
Contact Nancy Gorkos if you have questions.

Christmas Cookie Trays

The Mission Committee and others
from the church will once again be
making and selling cookie trays in
December. The cost is $20 per pound.
Orders are due by November 30™. Sign
up on the Side Hall Bulletin Board or Fellowship Hall.
Please let Martha Sterling know if you are interested in
helping to bake cookies. Proceeds from cookie sales
will benefit a variety of mission outreach programs.

ALLIANCE STAMP MINISTRY
. Please continue to be on the lookout for
7~ the envelopes you receive with stamps.
Just trim your used envelope postage so
there is 1/3 inch of paper surrounding the
stamp, and then drop them in one of the collection
containers located in the Narthex or Fellowship Hall. If
you want to know more about this ministry visit:
https://youtu.be/jb8EW38PypQ?si=fhYeM_YiOpeLkq
NF

M.ake a

U3 u NO' S

Our JOYFUL NOISE campaign raised $35.00 in
September for CWS Tool Kits. In November the money
collected will support Bethany Children’s Home.
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g8 Phoebe Partnership

Thank you to everyone who donates or helps make
items. Phoebe staff and residents appreciate our
efforts. Donations of large print puzzle, word-search
and fill-in books, adult coloring books, small boxes of
crayons or colored pencils are always welcomed by the
residents.

Look for a collection basket in the side hall. If
you’d like to do some simple sewing to help create
prayer items or if you knit, crochet or have extra yarn—
any colors, prayer blankets size 3' x 3, are being made
for our ministry at Phoebe Richland.

Yarn and/or blankets can be dropped off at church
or someone can pick them up.

Questions? Call or text Cheryl at 610-657-1787

LSUCC QUILTERS

Our Quilters meet each Tuesday from 9 AM to 3 PM.
New members are always welcome. No experience
necessary, just a willingness to learn. The quilt
pictured above will be raffled in December. Tickets are
attached at the end of this Buzz. They are available in
larger quantities by contacting Elaine Kantor or the
Church office.

This club meets at Elaine Kantor’s home,
: usually monthly. They are reading, The
- Jackal’s Mistres s by Chris Bohjalian. For

date and time information please see

Martha Sterling or Elaine Kantor.
COMMUNITY FOOD BANKS
Please continue to support both of our area Food
Banks. Monetary donations can be made through your
church offering or directly to: New Jerusalem
Evangelical Lutheran Church, ATTN: Food Bank,
3233 Apples Church Road, Bethlehem, PA 18015, or
the Emergency Food Bank at Word of Life, ATTN:
Food Bank, 3221 Bingen Rd, Bethlehem, PA 18015.

DAILY DEVOTIONS

The new “These Days” & “Upper Room” are
in. If you want one dropped off to you, call
or email the church. If you are
more techno-savvy and would
like a free Stillspeaking daily devotional
message delivered to your email inbox visit
http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit/daily-
devotional/

JOINT YOUTH MINISTRY

o, A meeting of a joint group of youth in 7"

& somr % to 12™ grade will be held monthly at First

¢ YOUTH ¢

g, mimstey 5 UCC. For further details contact Pastor
Becky.

Cooking Classes

We will once again be hosting
cooking classes led by Laura
from lauramysweets.com

M :!‘j‘ £

Some will be for adults. Check
our bulletin boards and her
website for more information. ¢~
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LOWER SAUCON CHURCH CEMETERY
ASSOCIATION

Although this cemetery is now an independent non-
profit, it was once owned by our congregation. Many
of the ancestors of our congregation are buried there,
perhaps some of yours. The Board would like to
remind you that grave sites are still available at
reasonable rates. For more information check the
posting on our bulletin board or for assistance please
contact, Kathy J Kline at 610-419-0264 or Justina
McCardle at 610-838-6784.

..God is still speaking,

Letter from Our Conference Minister Dated
October 15, 2025

“Then the king will say to those at his right hand,
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world, for I was hungry and you gave me food, | was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a
stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked and you
gave me clothing, | was sick and you took care of me, |

was in prison and you visited me.’
(Matthew 25:34-36, NRSVUE)

Dear Friends,

I don’t know about you, but I often get accused of being
“too political” in my letters and in my interpretation of
scripture. Many of us were raised with the “Jesus, meek
and mild” model of our Savior. And he was loving and
caring, healing and blessing of those around him —
except when those individuals were damaging,
controlling, killing, and restricting the faith of others;
except when there was worship of power, wealth,
empire, and violence as idols — instead of the worship
of God and the hope and actions to bring about the
kingdom God intended.

As | was reading a devotional from Richard Rohr this
week, he offered this message, “Yes, Jesus of Nazareth
was a political revolutionary...

To say that Jesus was a political revolutionary is to say
that the message he proclaimed not only called for
change in individual hearts but also demanded

sweeping and comprehensive change in the political,
social, and economic structures in his setting in life:
colonized Israel. It means that if Jesus had his way, the
Roman Empire and the ruling elites among his own
people either would no longer have held their positions
of power, or if they did, would have had to conduct
themselves very, very differently.... It means that Jesus
had a clear and unambiguous vision of the healthy
world that God intended and that he addressed any
issue—social, economic, or political—that violated that
vision.”!]

This is the message | try to share with people. Jesus was
a revolutionary, but a revolutionary focused on care for
the least among us, for those with no recourse, no
access to supports, no freedom, no ability to make an
impact on their lives based on the systems that were
denying and controlling them. Jesus was the king who
proclaimed that we are called to offer food to the
hungry, water to the thirsty, clothing to the naked,
comfort to the imprisoned and the ill. This is the
message of Jesus, that love of neighbor involves not
just prayer, but action to care for one another, to create
a world where everyone has access to that which helps
them live, that which gives the freedom of worship, that
which allows them to thrive. That’s a Jesus I follow.
That’s the revolution I seek — love for all our neighbors
— in prayer and in action.

~~Blessings, Bonnie

[1] Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditation: Beyond a Gentle Jesus

Save the Date!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A

s Celebration of =

Bonnie’s Mlmstry'
SUNDAY 1 16

|NOVEMBER

q (1“

3:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Northampton Community Center
1601 Laubach Ave, Northampton, PA 18067

YOUR PRESENCE WILL ADD TO THE FUN OF
BONNIE’'S RETIREMENT CELEBRATION!

We Hope You wikl join uypl




Keystone

CONFERENCE
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Keystone Conference logo selected

Earlier this year, even before the vote in July by
the 35th General Synod to recognize the merger
of the four Pennsylvania Conferences to create
the Keystone Conference, the Keystone Working
Group decided that we needed a logo that
everyone would easily recognize. They gave
members of all the UCC churches in Pennsylvania
the opportunity to submit a design for a logo.
Entries had to be submitted by May 15. The four
Conference Ministers narrowed down the 24
designs that were submitted to four that were
presented to the Transitional Board of Directors at
their first meeting on August 1. They chose a
keystone design divided into fourths with different
colors representing the four existing Conferences
that were coming together to form the new
Conference. The Cross and Orb of the United
Church of Christ is overlaid on the design. Some
changes were suggested for the font, and the final
logo was approved by the Board at its September
meeting.

The colorful keystone design was submitted

by George Mamas. George is originally from
Philadelphia, the son of Greek immigrant parents.
He graduated from the Art Institute of Philadelphia
(1993), and has since worked in various
advertising and marketing agencies in the area.
He is the proud father of Caroline, Phoenix, and
Persephone, and devoted husband of Rev. Leslie
Mamas (pastor, Olivet-Schwenkfelder UCC,

Norristown). In his free time, you might find him
playing hockey, practicing his martial arts or at a
comic convention. Besides the letterhead shown
here, there will be several variations: horizontal or
vertical, with or without “United Church of Christ.”
There will be guidance on how each version is to
be used. Also look for Keystone “swag” as we get
closer to January 1 and the official launch of the
Keystone Conference.

Search-A-Word Puzzle
Based on Philippians 4:4-6 (NRSV)

LEFGRABOUTDBEFPVJ
AREWEKZOANYTHTING
CENJTSBSKACVCNZ
EQTJHNYUNNGGMG S
VULHAEBPOXOAEODO
EEESNABPWTIZEATIDK
RSNBKRHLNOVLUNN
Y TEBSJCIVUETWBIRDO
TSSGGAOCVSRALEW
HOSJIJCALBYYSJN
I T GPVVWTJINOSEOTF
NBPXIFLIZEFSNZBTIW
GQAJNRWOYAEWOTCHB
Zz YMSGRENHYJAEZETU
BRPRAYERILORDIBODQ

Philippians 4:4-6
Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice.
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord
is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your reguests be made known to
God.

*hkkkkhkhkkkikhkkkikhkkkihkikkik

A special thank you to Betty Byerley & Tony Nauroth
for acting as proof readers.

PLEASE SUBMIT ANY INFORMATION FOR THE
BUZZ BY THE 15" OF THE MONTH TO
info@lowersauconucc.org
| WILL REPLY SO YOU KNOW | RECEIVED IT.


mailto:info@lowersauconucc.org

OUR CALENDAR PAGE
Please see
https://lowersauconucc.org/our-calendar/
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FRFF Thanksgrving
Community Meal

Saturday, New Jerusalem
November 22 Evangelical Lutheran
2 -4 pm 3233 Apples Church
Rd.

Registration Required by Nov. 15 Please call
610-838-9471

No group registrations - each household must register
No takeout orders

Hosted by your local Chiurchies &
Organizalions




LOWER SAUCON UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

LOWER SAUCON UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHRISTMAS CANDY ORDER 2025 . CHRISTMAS CANDY ORDER 2025
NAME NAME
PHONE PHONE
TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL
MILK DARK UNITS COST MILK DARK UNITS COST

Peanut Clusters Peanut Clusters
1/2 1b. $7.00 1/2 1b. $7.00
11b. $14.00 11b. $14.00
Raisin Clusters Raisin Clusters
1/2 1b. $7.00 1/2 1b. $7.00
1 1b. $14.00 11b. $14.00
Pretzel Bark Pretzel Bark
1/2 1b. $7.00 1/2 1b. $7.00
11b. $14.00 11b. $14.00
Non Pareils Non Pareils
1/2 Ib. $7.00 1/2 1b. $7.00
1 1b. $14.00 1 1b. $14.00
P'nut Butter Cups P'nut Butter Cups
1/2 1b. $7.00 1/2 1b. $7.00
11b. $14.00 11b. $14.00
Lollipops 2/pkg $1.50 Lollipops 2/pkg $1.50
Pretzel Rods 4/pkg $1.50 Pretzel Rods 4/pkg $1.50
TOTAL ORDER TOTAL ORDER

LAST DAY TO ORDER IS NOVEMBER 23, 2025

Gerrie Koch 610-838-9350
or email to gkoch3@verizon.net

LAST DAY TO ORDER IS NOVEMBER 23, 2025

Gerrie Koch 610-838-9350
or email to gkoch3@verizon.net



Lower Saucon UCC
1375 Third Ave
Hellertown, PA 18055
610-838-8821

www.lowersauconuccc.org
churchoffice@lowersauconucc.org

Worship at 9:00 am
Sunday School at 9:15 am

$1 each or $5 for 6

1% Prize Hand Quilted Queen

Size Classic Star Quilt

2" Prize Handmade Afghan
3" Prize $100 Giant Gift Card
4" Prize Instant Pot Duo

5" Prize $50 Fresh Grocer Gift Card

6" Prize $50 Copperhead Grille

Gift Card
7" Prize  $50 Braveheart Gift Card
8" Prize $50 Fresh Grocer Gift Card
9" Prize $25 CVS Gift Card
10" Prize Bissell Sweep Up

11" Prize TWC Corded Car Vacuum
12" Prize  Porcelaine Nativity Set
13" Prize Gift Wrapping Set

14" Prize Handmade Hat & Mittens

Drawing: December 7, 2025

Sept 20 Shoofly Pie
Nov 25 Pumpkin & Pecan Pie
View our website for future
fundraisers and church events.

Thank You! Good Luck!
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Drawing: December 7, 2025

Sept 20 Shoofly Pie
Nov 25 Pumpkin & Pecan Pie
View our website for future
fundraisers and church events.

Thank You! Good Luck!
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