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Lower Saucon UCC, a progressive 

congregation rich in history, exists to: 

 Promote spiritual growth in all people of 

all ages 

 Nurture a loving and caring Christian 

community 

 Worship our Living God through faithful 

service 

Lower Saucon UCC: a place to believe, belong 

and worship together. 

 

2026 CONSISTORY 

Alan Byerley                                  Kirk Gorkos  

Kate Griffiths              Judy Koch 

Judy Kovacs                                Tim Mattes      

Tony Nauroth            Lindsey Sanders                   

Tina Seifert          Paul Wilhelm 
 

Lower Saucon United Church of Christ 

Reverend Rebekah Thomas 

1375 Third Avenue 

Hellertown, PA   18055 

610-838-8821  

  

Sunday Worship  9:00 am   

Sunday School  9:15 am 

 

  Church Office Hours    Tuesday-Thursday 9 am to 12 noon 

  Church Office        (610) 838-8821 

  Fellowship Hall/Kitchen      (610) 838-2659 

 

  Website      www.lowersauconucc.org 

  Church Email        churchoffice@lowersauconucc.org 

  Pastor’s Email     pastorbecky1121@gmail.com 

  Online Giving     lowersauconucc.org/donate/ 

  Visit us on Facebook      facebook.com Lower Saucon UCC 

  Email for BUZZ Articles       info@lowersauconucc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lay Leader Schedule  Usher of the Month  Alan Byerley 
 

Ushers/Greeters             Scripture Reader    Children’s Sermon   Sunday School  

Jan   4 Carlene Barrell      Cheryl Christman          Lindsey Sanders     Nancy Gorkos    Tina Seifert 
 

Jan 11 Tina Seifert            Diana Severn                 Diana Severn          Diana Severn     Judy Koch 
 

Jan 18 Betty Byerley         Kris Breidenbach          Paul Wilhelm         Tony Nauroth     Lindsey Sanders 
      

Jan 25 Jo Ann Sofka          Tom Sofka         Betty Byerley         Josh Sanders       Andrea Keller 
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FROM PASTOR BECKY … 
 

I’ve always struggled with the transition from 

Christmas into the New Year. The beautiful 

lights that seemed to light my way home on the 

dark cold nights are slowly disappearing as 

people put them away until next year. Hidden 

in boxes, in basements and in attics, those 

brightly shining lights no longer provide a 

source of warmth in the icy world. While the 

longest night has been past us for a few weeks 

now and the days are slowly getting longer, it 

still feels too dark and too cold to hold on to the 

hope that Advent and Christmas carried with it. 

It hasn’t been long, but the flames of hope, 

peace, joy, and love, feel as though they have 

been dimmed to a dull ember.   

 

It seems silly to me, as I write this, that I miss 

those little lights so. Still, I am fairly certain 

that winter is a difficult time for many of us and 

that the glow of those lights has been a source 

of hope for others as well. So, I light a candle 

and I pray for each of you during these winter 

months that the Spirit may move through you 

and fill you with hope. Perhaps we can be the 

light for one another. As we enter into this New 

Year may we continue to shine hope, peace, 

joy, and love into the world.  

 

    In light and love, Pastor Becky 

 
Note to Self 

by John Edgerton 
 

Korah son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, 

became insolent and rose up against Moses, saying: 

“You have gone too far! The whole community is holy, 

every one of them, and the Lord is with them. Why then 

do you set yourselves above the Lord’s assembly?” 

When Moses heard this, he fell facedown. Then he said 

to Korah and all his followers, “You Levites have gone 

too far!” – Numbers 16:1-9 abridged (NIV)  

 

I have rarely felt more simpatico with a biblical 

character. Korah, son of Izhar, feels that he is in the 

right. It’s a stressful period, and he feels things would 

go better if everybody just listened to him. Moses, 

however, thinks that things would go better if 

everybody just listened to him. It’s a great big mess 

and—for the biblically curious—this story gets a lot 

worse before it gets better. More important than who’s 

in charge is who they are following. (Hint: it’s God).  

 

I file this story under the header of “cautionary tales.” 

Especially in the lead up to Christmas, I need to be 

mindful of my desire to have things my own way. 

When someone wants to change the menu for this 

year’s Christmas dinner, I should think twice before 

crying out, “You have gone too far!” If I happen to 

come up with a snazzy new idea for the pageant, I hope 

the organizers think twice before firing off an email 

declaring, “You have gone too far!” More important 

than who’s in charge is who we are following.  

 

The lead up to Christmas can be great! Particularly if I 

can remember the lesson of Korah, son of Izhar, and 

refrain from freaking out. Even if I think I’m right. 

  

Prayer 
God—help me handle the home stretch of Christmas 

with grace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annual Report 

Information  
is due to the Church Office by 

January 11. 

 
 

Due to inclement weather, Consistory did not meet in 

December.  Their next meeting is scheduled for 

Wednesday, January 14th at 6:30pm unless something 

comes up before then, that needs to be acted upon.  
 

Consistory meets on the second Wednesday of the 

month at 6:30 PM. Meetings are open to every 

member of our congregation.  For comments, 

concerns or further details, please see any member 

of Consistory. 

Scammers are targetting pastors by 

using online sermon recordings to 

create requests for financial support.  

Be aware that Pastor Becky will NEVER text or email 

financial requests. Protect yourself, never send money 

or gift cards to anyone, even family members, unless 

you have spoken to them directly and are sure they are 

who they claim to be. 
 

2026 Offering Envelopes 
 

will be available 

on the table in the side hall  

for a few more weeks.  This 

year we will once again be inserting envelopes for One 

Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, 

Neighbors in Need, and The Christmas Fund into the 

boxes.  These offerings, along with OCWM giving 

which is already on each week’s envelope, make up the 

5 for 5 giving campaign. Are you a 5 for 5 giver? 

LSUCC has met the challenge for many years.   

 
A good portion of the money that has been 

accumulating in our "Helping Our Members 

Emergency" fund was recently used. Donations to help 

replenish the fund would be greatly appreciated.  You 

can give to this fund anytime simply by writing 

"HOME" on your church envelope. The amount you 

give will be credited to your church offering statement. 

LSUCC will also add to the HOME fund by giving 10% 

of all fundraising profits. 

November Income 

    $5,303.00 Current Expenses 

         404.00 Benevolences 

       1383.00 Fundraising 

       1000.00 Memorial Fund  

         363.00 Facilities Use 

    $8,453.00 Total 

 
 

Our church family wants to share in your joys and 

sorrows.  Hospitals and care facilities do not notify 

churches or share information, so please 

contact the church office with 

information about family members who 

are hospitalized, in care, or would 

welcome prayer for any reason.  We’d 

also like to share your joys so be sure to 

let us know those as well.  

. JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

January 3 Arlo Sanders 

January 5 Josephine Gorkos 

  Marion Pavlinsky  

January 6 Geraldine Koch 

  Jarrett Lysek 

  Carol Rudolph 

January 9 April Baylock 

January 10 Carlene Barrell 

January 12 Martha Sterling 

January 14 Kris Breidenbach 

January 15 Douglas Lander 

January 16 John Riegel 

January 17 Hunter Hill 

  Peyton Markle 

January 20 Cael Markle 

January 21 Soren Gorkos 

January 22 Mary Nauroth 

January 23 Lavannah Wolst 

January 24 Darlene Repash 

January 25 Lauren Galvin 

January 28 Jared Meyer 

January 30 Andrea Keller 
 

If you, or your family members, were omitted from the 

celebration lists please accept our apologies and contact 

the church office to see that the information is updated. 

mailto:churchoffice@lowersauconucc.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you ever question if Sunday morning's worship or 

other events at LSUCC will be canceled for inclement 

weather, you can watch Channel 69 WFMZ Storm 

Center Updates on TV or online.  The info will also be 

emailed and posted on our website and Facebook Page.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 
 

Family Game Event 

January 10, 2-5 PM 

All are welcome to join us as we enjoy the 

pleasure of friendly, family competition 

playing games together.  Bring your favorite game 

along or learn a new one.  It's all part of the fun.  We 

have added Pickle Ball to our game options. 

FAMILY FUN EVENT 
Our Church family will be joining 

together for a few games of bowling, 

January 18, 1 PM at Steel City Bowl & 

Brews, 1770 Stefko Blvd, Bethlehem, 

PA 18017.  For more information contact 

Nancy Gorkos. 
 

SPIRITED AWAY BOOK CLUB 

Come escape with us as we explore books that will 

nourish your Spirit! We will be discussing, The Quiz 

Book for The Lion, the Witch, and the 

Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis on January 29 

and The Way of the Father by Michael W. 

Smith on February 26. We meet at LSUCC 

on the last Thursday of the month at 7pm. Join us for 

one or all the books! 

Return to TRUE 

NORTH event 
If you would like to help welcome our community 

children to a one day event March 8, 2026, 1 PM where 

we will revisit our VBS experience, please talk to 

Nancy Gorkos.  

 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE NEWS 

Grocery Gift Cards 

Sign up for February Gift Cards by 

January 18 with delivery scheduled for 

Sunday, February 1. The Church earns 

5% of the amount we sell. If there are 

any questions please see or call 

Gerrie Koch. You can sign up for 

cards in the side hall, Fellowship 

Hall or by phoning Gerrie or the church office.  
 

 

Paint Like Bob Ross Event 
January 17, 3 PM  

Sign up today for this or any other up-coming class 

online at https://www.letspaintapicture.art/.  There 

are a limited number of seats available 

in each class.  Share the information 

with your friends and neighbors.  It’s 

really a lot of fun and you may 

discover a talent you never knew you 

had.  The cost is $60 and all supplies are included 

except a roll of paper towels. 

 

SHOO-FLY PIES 
Shoo-fly pies will be baked on January 

17. The price is $12.00 and pies can 

be picked up from 10am – Noon.  Pies 

should be pre-ordered on the sign-up 

sheet posted in the side hall or Fellowship Hall or you 

can call Gerrie (610-838-9350) or the church office by 

Jan. 13.   

Chili-Mac Sale 
Saturday, Jan 17, 10 AM – Noon 

 

Order your choice of red or white 

chili at a cost of $12 per quart and 

Mac & Cheese $3 per quart. Phone 

the church by Jan 13.  If you’re 

willing to help with prep talk to Kirk Gorkos. 

Easter Candy Making 
 

Easter candy will be made Mondays 

and Wednesdays from 9AM to 12PM 

beginning January 26.  All are 

welcome for any amount of time you 

can share.  No prior experience 

necessary. Please let Gerrie Koch (call 

610-838-9350 or email gkoch3@verizon.net) know of 

your availability on any given day so she will be able to 

contact you if plans change for any reason. 

mailto:gkoch3@verizon.net
mailto:gkoch3@verizon.net


..EVANGELISM & MISSION NEWS 

Fellowship Hour 

Jan 4: Sterling 

Feb 1: 

Mar 1: 
 

Thank you to the Gorkos Family for sponsoring 

fellowship hour in December. You can sign up to 

sponsor a Sunday Fellowship Hour on the side hall 

bulletin board.  Contact Nancy Gorkos if you have 

questions. 
 

This club meets at Elaine Kantor’s home, usually 

monthly.  They will be reading, 

The Woman in Suite 11 by Ruth 

Ware and When We Had Wings 

by Ariel Lawhon. For date and 

time information please see 

Martha Sterling or Elaine Kantor. 

 
Our JOYFUL NOISE campaign raised $78.00 in 

November for the Bethany Children’s Home. In 

January the money collected will support our Local 

Food Bank. 

 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who donates or helps make 

items.   Phoebe staff and residents appreciate our 

efforts.  Donations of large print puzzle, word-search 

and fill-in books, adult coloring books, small boxes of 

crayons or colored pencils are always welcomed by the 

residents.   

 

Look for a collection basket in the side hall.  If  

you’d like to do some simple sewing to help create 

prayer items or if you knit, crochet or have extra yarn—

any colors, prayer blankets size 3' x 3', are being made 

for our ministry at Phoebe Richland.  

Yarn and/or blankets can be dropped off at church 

or someone can pick them up.  
Questions?  Call or text Cheryl at 610-657-1787  

COMMUNITY FOOD BANKS 
Please continue to support both of our area Food 

Banks.  Monetary donations can be made through your 

church offering or directly to:  New Jerusalem 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, ATTN: Food Bank,  

3233 Apples Church Road, Bethlehem, PA 18015, or 

the Emergency Food Bank at Word of Life, ATTN: 

Food Bank, 3221 Bingen Rd, Bethlehem, PA 18015. 

 
 

ALLIANCE STAMP MINISTRY 
Please continue to be on the lookout for 

the envelopes you receive with stamps.  

Just trim your used envelope postage so 

there is 1/3 inch of paper surrounding the 

stamp, and then drop them in one of the collection 

containers located in the Narthex or Fellowship Hall. If 

you want to know more about this ministry visit:  
https://youtu.be/jb8Ew38PypQ?si=fhYeM_YiOpeLkqNF 

 

 

S.T.A.R.-Serving to Aid 

& Restore 

 is currently in need of – 

Hospitality items-  Clothing- 

Body wash   Socks (m&w) 

Shaving cream (m&w) Underwear (m&w) 

Toothpaste   Thermals (m&w) 

Deodorant (m&w)     Hats (m&w) 

Toilet Paper    Gloves (m&w)  

Tissues (Individual packs)     

Clothing can be new or gently used. Cash donations 

are welcome as well – They have an inexpensive 

source for hand and foot warmers.  We will deliver 

any items brought to LSUCC. 
 

 

Christmas Cookie Trays 

Thank you to all our amazing cookie 

bakers, tray assemblers and order 

takers.  We sold nearly 30 pounds of 

Cookie Trays, made gift boxes for 

shut-ins, and had a tray left over to 

share with those who attended our Advent Workshop. 

Proceeds from cookie sales will benefit a variety of 

mission outreach programs.  

 

https://youtu.be/jb8Ew38PypQ?si=fhYeM_YiOpeLkqNF


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucinda pictured with her prize quilt draped on the 

quilt rack heirloom that her father made. 

Congratulations to all our raffle winners! 
Lucinda Lysek - 1st Prize Hand Quilted Queen Size 

Classic Star Quilt - donated by LSUCC Quilters, 

designed by April Baylock 

Michele Hornung - 2nd Prize Handmade Afghan – 

donated by Tony Meilinger 

Michele Hornung - 3rd Prize $100 Giant Gift Card – 

donated by Alan Byerley 

Tony Nauroth - 4th Prize Instant Pot Duo – donated by 

Martha Sterling  

Denise Adams- 5th Prize $50 Fresh Grocer Gift Card – 

donated by Barbara Brendler 

Anne Henshaw - 6th Prize $50 Copperhead Grille Gift 

Card – donated by Nancy Gorkos 

Kim McDonald - 7th Prize $50 Braveheart Gift Card – 

donated by Martha Sterling 

Gerry DeAngelis - 8th Prize $50 Fresh Grocer Gift Card 

– donated by Barbara Brendler 

Martha Sterling - 9th Prize $25 CVS Gift Card –donated 

by Tina Seifert 

Linda Dull - 10th Prize Bissell Sweep Up – donated by 

Diana Severn 

Kim Young - 11th Prize TWC Corded Car Vacuum – 

donated by Diana Severn 

Kathy Limpar - 12th Prize Porcelaine Nativity Set – 

donated by Carol Reichard 

Tony Nauroth - 13th Prize Gift Wrapping Set – donated 

by anonymous 

Laverne Grigsby - 14th Prize Handmade Hat & Mittens 

– donated by Elaine Kantor 

LSUCC QUILTERS 

Our Quilters meet each Tuesday from 9 AM to 3 PM.  

New members are always welcome.  No experience 

necessary, just a willingness to learn.  The group will 

soon be working on a quilt for next year’s raffle.  They 

are looking for people willing to donate prizes as well.  

If you are interested  speak to Cheryl Christman, Elaine 

Kantor, or Martha Sterling. 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS 

Daily Devotions 
 

The new “These Days” & “Upper Room”  have not yet 

arrived.  We are investigating and 

will put them out as soon as they 

are received. In the mean time, 

you can receive a free Stillspeaking daily 

devotional message delivered to your 

email inbox by visiting http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-

spirit/daily-devotional/  

 

JOINT    YOUTH    MINISTRY 

A meeting of a joint group of youth in 7th to 12th grade 

will be held monthly at First UCC.  For further details 

contact Pastor Becky.  
 

Cooking Classes 

We will continue to host cooking 

classes led by Laura from 

lauramysweets.com 

Some will be for adults.  Check our 

bulletin boards and her website for 

more information.  

 

LOWER SAUCON CHURCH CEMETERY 

ASSOCIATION 

Although this cemetery is now an independent non-

profit, it was once owned by our congregation.  Many 

of the ancestors of our congregation are buried there, 

perhaps some of yours.   The Board would like to 

remind you that grave sites are still available at 

reasonable rates.  For more information check the 

posting on our bulletin board or for assistance please 

contact, Kathy J Kline at 610-419-0264 or Justina 

McCardle at 610-838-6784. 

http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit/daily-devotional/
http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit/daily-devotional/


 

Letter from Our Conference Minister Dated 

December 11, 2025 

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their 

strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 

run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 

faint. (Isaiah 40:31) 
  

Dear friends, 
  

Well, here we are in the middle of Advent, our 

preparation for the celebration of Christmas. Have we 

been preparing? How have we been doing so? 
  

For many of us the drive to participate in the secular 

activities of the season can take precedence and we can 

spend less time with the preparation of our hearts and 

spirits for Christ’s coming. I am guilty of that. With my 

impending retirement and my move to North Carolina 

in process, it’s easy to be distracted from the hope, 

peace, joy, and love that is the focus of the season. To 

be honest, I’m not sure where my own Advent Wreath 

is. I have missed worship celebrations this Advent and 

am feeling a little disconnected from my spiritual 

practices. Moving can do that. One of the things that 

brought the season back to me full force was my 

participation in the Council of Conference Ministers 

retreat service of farewell for the five CMs who are 

leaving their positions: Bill Worley (PSEC), David 

Ackerman (PWC), Deborah Blood (Northern Plains), 

Mary Nelson (Missouri Mid-South) and me (PNEC). In 

spite of my not being able to be physically present, they 

CMs included me – zoom technology and dual laptops 

enabled me to be recognized, to contribute to the event, 

to feel the love and prayers for all of us, and especially 

for those of us leaving our positions. The prayers of 

release and support, of ongoing relationships in the 

community and with our ministries, and our hopeful 

future was so meaningful. 
  

Saying goodbye is always challenging and tears filled 

my eye as I listened to the words of comfort and the 

sharing of reflections on our work, and what we mean 

to each other. I am reminded that a part of Advent is 

also about letting go, letting go of those old ways of 

viewing God as some distant judgmental and harsh 

force that holds us to account in ways we do not 

understand. We are letting go of those images and 

seeing God as the one who comes into the world, our 

world, as a vulnerable and loving entity, as an infant, as 

the incarnation of all that God can be with us. That is a 

shift from judgment to comfort, a shift that reminds us 

how beloved our humanity is – for God came to us, 

became one of us, struggled in our world, and reminded 

us of who we could be as children of God. 

 The letting go is challenging, especially when we like 

the former ways and the former roles we held, 

especially when we can feel like an unmoored boat 

adrift. Yet, God is our anchor. God is our past, our 

present and our future. Faith enables us to move into 

the unknown future, remembering but not clinging to 

the past. What will you leave behind this Advent so the 

Christ child can fill your heart? What will you release? 

And more important, how will you cling to the one who 

created and who has loved, will love, and does love you 

in this very moment? Feel hope, peace, joy, and love 

my friends. 

Blessings, 

Bonnie 
 

Search-A-Word Puzzle 

Based on Ephesians 4:22-24 (NRSV) 

E H D H C K H O L I N E S S  

D F S M P L I K E N E S S R  

T V E K P M O E M D H D E J  

P F L W A W C T F V N D N L  

U Y F X E X Y S H I D E S B  

D O T L G F T V M E V T U R  

E U E H K N I I C W V A O E  

L R C D G U I L R L Y E E N  

U S K H K U E D I I F R T E  

D E M Y J C A U R J P C H W  

E L H X I B U T R O S S G E  

D V U V R M K G R T C Q I D  

H E D Y R E M R O F M C R H  

B S C O R R U P T D X T A H  

Ephesians 4:22-24 

You were taught to put away your former way of life, 

your old self, corrupt and deluded by its lusts, and to be 

renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to clothe 

yourselves with the new self, created according to the 

likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 

 

****************** 

A special thank you to Betty Byerley & Tony Nauroth 

for acting as proof readers. 

PLEASE SUBMIT ANY INFORMATION FOR THE 

BUZZ BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH TO 

info@lowersauconucc.org 

I WILL REPLY SO YOU KNOW I RECEIVED IT. 

  

mailto:info@lowersauconucc.org


 

OUR CALENDAR PAGE 

Please see 

https://lowersauconucc.org/our-calendar/ 
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