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Lower Saucon UCC, a progressive
congregation rich in history, exists to:
Promote spiritual growth in all people of
all ages

Nurture a loving and caring Christian
community

Worship our Living God through faithful
service

Lower Saucon UCC: a place to believe, belong
and worship together.

2026 CONSISTORY
Alan Byerley (Pres.)
Kate Griffiths
Judy Kovacs
Tony Nauroth
Tina Seifert
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Church Office
Fellowship HalllKitchen
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Visit us on Facebook
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(610) 838-2659
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churchoffice@lowersauconucc.org
pastorbecky1121@gmail.com
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Lay Leader Schedule

Ushers/Greeters

Feb 1 Carlene Barrell
Feb 8 Tina Seifert
Feb 15 Betty Byerley
| Feb 18 TBA

Feb 22 Jo Ann Sofka

Cheryl Christman
Diana Severn
Kris Breidenbach

Tom Sofka

Usher of the Month Kirk Gorkos

Scripture Reader Children’s Sermon Sunday School

Nancy Gorkos
Diana Severn

Tony Nauroth
NA

Josh Sanders

Nancy Gorkos

Diana Severn

Tina Seifert
NA

Judy Koch

Doug Lander
Nikki Meyer
Tony Nauroth
Lindsey Sanders
Diana Severn

Kirk Gorkos (Treas.)
Judy Koch

Tim Mattes

Lindsey Sanders (Sec.)
Paul Wilhelm (VP)
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FROM PASTOR BECKY ...

Everyone knows by now that | am not a fan of
winter or snow. As | was complaining recently,
someone kindly offered me a reminder that the
snow keeps the trees alive during the harshness
of the winter season. One of my favorite places
to be in warmer months is out among the trees.
So, now every time | see a snowflake or the
forecast calls for winter weather, | try to remind
myself of the new life that will come in just a
few short months and that the trees need the
water. The roots of trees are amazing. They dig
deep searching for water. It is awe inspiring to
think that some plants have root systems that
stretch for miles.

I have been thinking of the trees a lot recently
because we are approaching Lent and our
theme will encourage us to look at our roots. As
we approach that season, | would like you to
start asking yourselves a question, “How are
your roots?” Our faith needs a strong root
system. It is important that we nourish our faith
just as all living, breathing things need
nourishment. As Lent approaches, | invite you
to take the time to slow down and tend to your
faith. Spend some time in the presence of the
Divine, nourish your soul, and surround
yourselves with people who help you on your
faith journey.

In light and love, Pastor Becky

Stillspeaking Daily Devotional

Dance With a Stranger
by Freeman Palmer

Let them praise God’s name with dancing, making
melody to God with tambourine and lyre. — Psalm 149:3
(NRSV, adapted)

A college friend recently introduced me to a

song I’d never heard, from a band I’d never heard of.
The band is Lake Street Dive, nicknamed LSD (which,
for those of a certain age, means something very
different!). The song is “Dance with a Stranger.”
Curious, | gave it a listen soon after our conversation,
and | was struck by the spiritual message in its lyrics,
which say in part: Look around the room; Find
somebody you 've never seen before, And lead them out
to the dance floor. And dance, dance with a

stranger, 'Til they 're not a stranger anymore

The music video captures the lyrics beautifully. A
dazzling array of unlikely dance partners fills the floor:
an African American drag queen sashays with a young
white woman in a floral bonnet; a cleric grooves with a
middle-aged man who might belong to another faith—
or none at all. Even the initially stone-faced security
guard gets his groove on and joins the crowd.

You can see it at:
https://youtu.be/n_h4E0Asalw?si=giBW56 XdwA4gxi
Oa.

I like to imagine the reign of God as one great dance
floor—where there are no wallflowers, and everyone
joins in. Picture it: a Fox News commentator doing the
electric slide with their CNN counterpart, a rabbi
learning the traditional Middle Eastern

dance dabke from an imam, and an Olympic athlete
swinging their Special Olympics partner through a
joyful square dance.

No one would be a stranger on that dance floor. And
that would be praise that truly pleases God.

Prayer

Lord of the Dance, teach us to move in rhythm with
love, until we are “no longer strangers and aliens.”
Amen. (Ephesians 2:19)


https://youtu.be/n_h4E0AsaJw?si=giBW56XdwA4gxi0a. 
https://youtu.be/n_h4E0AsaJw?si=giBW56XdwA4gxi0a. 
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LSUCC CONSISTORY MINUTES (Pending Approval)
January 14, 2026

In attendance: Kirk Gorkos, Tina Seifert, Tony
Nauroth, Lindsey Sanders, Paul Wilhelm, Alan
Byerley, Judy Koch, Tim Mattes and Pastor Becky
Thomas. On Zoom: Judy Kovacs Missing: Kate
Griffiths

Alan called the meeting to order. Alan led a devotional
on mentors. Pastor Becky led us in prayer.

Secretary’s report: Lindsey presented the Secretary’s
report. Paul made a motion to accept the minutes as
presented. Tim seconded. All voted to accept.

Treasurer’s report: Kirk presented the budget vs actual
income/expenses for CY 2025 alongside the 2026
budget. Tim made a motion to accept. Judy seconded.
All voted to accept.

Pastor’s Report:

11/10/25 — 1/11/26
Period Hours PCE Notes on Activities

11/10-11/16 24 2

11/17-11/23 27 3 PNEC Authorization

Working Group; Community of Practice; Book Club

11/24-11/30 14 1 Vacation 11/25-11/26

12/1-12/7 20 2

12/8-12/14 24 2 HAM

12/15-12/21 27 3 PNEC Authorization
Working Group

12/22-12/28 21 4 Vacation starting 12/26

12/29-1/4 3 0 Vacation through 1/2

1/5-1/11 20 5 Committee on Ministry
meeting

Total 180 22

Notes:

¢ Working on an independent study in Narrative
Preaching

e One more required course for DMin to be completed
in the Spring

e Women’s retreat: February 6-8

e Ash Wednesday at Lower Saucon UCC (February
18): soup at 6pm, worship at 7pm

e HAM Midweek Lent (Theme: “Tell Me a Story™):
soup at 6pm, worship at 7pm. LSUCC hosts on 3/25.

e Sunday Lenten theme: “Tell Me Something Good:

Grounding Ourselves in the Good News this Lent.”
President’s Communication:

¢ We reviewed several requests/to-dos from the church
Secretary.
Committee reports:

e Property —
o Heintzelman is going to plow again this winter
o Waxed the floors
o Trimmed some of the trees in the front of the church
e Supper —
o Chili and mac and cheese sale Saturday 1/17
(pickup 10am-12pm)
e Service —
o Pie sale Saturday 1/17 (pickup 10am-12pm)
e Christian Ed —
o Bowling — January 18" 1pm at Steel City Bowl
o Craft Night — February 28"
o Movie Night — March 21
o Easter egg hunt — Easter Sunday following worship
o Rainforest Falls VBS Jun 22-25, 2026
e WISE -
o Will get back on schedule with meetings in the new
year
e Mission —
e Worship —
o Planning to do a cross carry from First UCC to
LSUCC on Good Friday (April 3)
Concerns from the Past:

e Office computer is complete. Files need to be moved
over for the Treasurer’s computer.

e Kirk is working on transferring the CD funds to our
American Funds account.

e Lions Club Sweetheart breakfast on February 14™
(8am-12pm)

Concerns for the Future:

e Updated Consistory officers:
o Secretary — Lindsey Sanders
o President — Alan Byerley
o Vice President — Paul Wilhelm
o Treasurer — Kirk Gorkos

Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 11th at
6:30pm. Meeting was adjourned, and all joined in the Lord’s
Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Lindsey

Consistory meets on the second Wednesday of the month
at 6:30 PM. Meetings are open to every member of our
congregation. For comments, concerns or further details,
please see any member of Consistory.



ECAM Scammers are targetting pastors by
%’A_ﬁ_ﬁﬁi‘_t using online sermon recordings to

create requests for financial support.
Be aware that Pastor Becky will NEVER text or email
financial requests. Protect yourself, never send money
or gift cards to anyone, even family members, unless
you have spoken to them directly and are sure they are
who they claim to be.

@ *H.. O. VL...E>.
FUND

A good portion of the money that has been
accumulating in our "Helping Our Members
Emergency" fund was recently used. Donations to help
replenish the fund would be greatly appreciated. You
can give to this fund anytime simply by writing
"HOME" on your church envelope. The amount you
give will be credited to your church offering statement.
LSUCC will also add to the HOME fund by giving 10%
of all fundraising profits.

If you ever question if Sunday morning's worship or
other events at LSUCC will be canceled for inclement
weather, you can watch Channel 69 WFMZ Storm
Center Updates on TV or online. The info will also be
emailed and posted on our website and Facebook Page.

stewardship report

December Income

$6,334.00 Current Expenses
564.00 Benevolences
4516.00 Fundraising
1000.00 Memorial Fund
433.00 Facilities Use
$11,847.00 Total

Our church family wants to share in your joys and
Sy % sorrows. Hospitals and care facilities do not
@ notify churches or share information, so

% & please contact the church office with
information about family members who are

hospitalized, in care, or would welcome prayer for any

reason. We’d also like to share your joys so be sure to

let us know those as well.

Soup Makers
Needed

A few for Ash Wednesday and many for our 3/25 hosting of
the HAM Lenten Service. Please sign up on the bulletin
board at church.




CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

- OUPER
BOWL
OF CARING

Bring a can or two

Offw for the

February 8, 2026

The Christian Ed Committee is hoping to
continue our egg hunt tradition on Easter
Sunday for adults as well as children. So
come to worship prepared to spend a few
minutes outdoors after the service. See
Nancy if you are willing to fill eggs for
the event.

Family Game Event

February 14, 2-5 PM
All are welcome to join us as we enjoy
ol the pleasure of friendly, family

" FA"“LY competition playing games together.

' — Bring your favorite game along or learn
anew one. It's all part of the fun. We
have added Pickle Ball to our game
options.

SPIRITED AWAY BOOK CLUB

Come escape with us as we explore
5D books that will nourish your Spirit!
g \‘\* VT \We will be discussing, The Way of
5 B the Father by Michael W. Smith on
% BOOK% February 26. We meet at LSUCC on
the last Thursday of the month at
7pm. Join us for one or all the books!

RETURN T TRUE
NOGRTH EVENT

If you would like to help welcome our community
children to a one day event March 8, 2026, 1 PM where
we will revisit our VBS experience, please talk to
Nancy Gorkos.

CHRISTIAN SERVICE NEWS

Grocery Gift Cards

Sign up for March Gift Cards by
February 15 with delivery scheduled for
Sunday, March 1. The Church earns 5%
of the amount we sell. If there are any
questions please see or call Gerrie e
Koch. You can sign up for cards in ;v;rz"f_g-'if‘;;.,n_i;_f;:;'}
the side hall, Fellowship Hall or by
phoning Gerrie or the church office.
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Paint Like Bob Ross Event

February 21, 3 PM
Sign up today for this or any other up-coming class
online at https://www.letspaintapicture.art/. There

@ are a limited number of seats available
) in each class. Share the information
cay|[1D»>  with your friends and neighbors. It’s
s, really alot of fun and you may
e o discover a talent you never knew you

had. The cost is $60 and all supplies are included
except a roll of paper towels.

SHOO-FLY PIES

Shoo-fly pies will be baked on February
21. The price is $12.00 and pies can

be picked up from 10am — Noon. Pies
should be pre-ordered on the sign-up
sheet posted in the side hall or Fellowship Hall or you
can call Gerrie (610-838-9350) or the church office by
Feb. 17.

-
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Easter Candy Making

Easter candy will be made Mondays and
Wednesdays from 9AM to 12PM. All are
welcome for any amount of time you can

share. No prior experience necessary.
Please let Gerrie Koch (call 610-838-9350 or email
gkoch3@verizon.net) know of your availability on any
given day so she will be able to contact you if plans
change for any reason.

| EVANGELISM & MISSION NEWS
Fellowship Hour

Feb  1: The Severn family
Mar  1: The Sofka family
Apr  5: Easter Egg Hunt no fellowship

Thank you to Bob & Martha Sterling for sponsoring
fellowship hour in January. You can sign up to sponsor
a Sunday Fellowship Hour on the side hall bulletin
board. Contact Tina Seifert if you have questions.

ALLIANCE STAMP MINISTRY
~_ Please continue to be on the lookout for
= the envelopes you receive with stamps.
Just trim your used envelope postage so
there is 1/3 inch of paper surrounding the
stamp, and then drop them in one of the collection

containers located in the Narthex or Fellowship Hall. If

you want to know more about this ministry visit:
https://youtu.be/jb8EW38PypQ?si=fhYeM_YiOpeLkqNF

obe S.T.A.R.-Serving to Aid
A
1 STAR. & Restore
S g ke s currently in need of —

Hospitality items- Clothing-
Body wash Socks (m&w)
Shaving cream (m&w) Underwear (m&w)
Toothpaste Thermals (m&w)
Deodorant (m&w) Hats (m&w)
Toilet Paper Gloves (mM&w)

Tissues (Individual packs)

Clothing can be new or gently used. Cash donations
are welcome as well — They have an inexpensive
source for hand and foot warmers. We will deliver
any items brought to LSUCC.

Make a

W3 u NO ' §

Our JOYFUL NOISE campaign raised $18.00 in
December for Phoebe Ministries. In February the
money collected will support CWS Blanket the World.

Blanket the World with Love

— . In 2Q25 CWS helped to

el " N, Provide 17,317 blankets

2 to homeless people and
' people in disaster
situations. This February,

== we can continue to
i ,) blanket those in need by
g /A sharing in the spirit of

> Saint Valentine and
holding a blanket offering at our church. Envelopes
will be handed out on February 1% but you don’t need a
special envelope to participate. You can designate
“Blankets” on your regular envelope or toss a donation
into our joyful noise can. If you would like to donate in
someone else’s honor, let Martha or Diana know and
you will be given a Valentine’s Card that you can use to

let them know. One blanket costs $10 but every little bit
helps.

COMMUNITY FOOD BANKS

Please continue to support both of our area Food

Banks. Monetary donations can be made through your
church offering or directly to: New Jerusalem
Evangelical Lutheran Church, ATTN: Food Bank,

3233 Apples Church Road, Bethlehem, PA 18015, or
the Emergency Food Bank at Word of Life, ATTN:
Food Bank, 3221 Bingen Rd, Bethlehem, PA 18015.
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This club meets at Elaine Kantor’s home, usually
monthly. They will be reading, The
Woman in Suite 11 by Ruth
Ware and When We Had
Wings by Ariel Lawhon. For
date and time information

: please see Martha Sterling or
Elaine Kantor.

$8 Phoebe Partnership

Thank you to everyone who donates or helps make
items. Phoebe staff and residents appreciate our
efforts. Donations of large print puzzle, word-search
and fill-in books, adult coloring books, small boxes of
crayons or colored pencils are always welcomed by the
residents.

;, \;
*' -,

Look for a collection basket in the side hall. If
you’d like to do some simple sewing to help create
prayer items or if you knit, crochet or have extra yarn—
any colors, prayer blankets size 3' x 3', are being made
for our ministry at Phoebe Richland.

Yarn and/or blankets can be dropped off at church
or someone can pick them up.

Questions? Call or text Cheryl at 610-657-1787

LSUCC QUILTERS

Our quilters have begun to collect prizes for next
year’s raffle. Anyone interested in sponsoring a prize,
please speak to Martha Sterling. The quilters meet
each Tuesday from 9 AM to 3 PM. New members are
always welcome. No experience necessary. Just a
willingness to learn.

Be cheerful!
Of all the things you wear,
your expression is the most
important.

DAILY DEVOTIONS

The new “These Days” & “Upper
Room” are in. If you want one
~ dropped off to you, call or email the
church. If you are more techno-savvy and
~ " would like a free Stillspeaking daily
devotional message delivered to your email inbox visit
http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit/daily-devotional/

Easter Flowers

Our Easter Flowers will once again be
purchased through Children’s
Development Program. Andrea will have
the order form ready shortly and posted
on the bulletin board.

LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEDULE

ASHL
WEDNESDAY

Wednesday, February 18, at LSUCC
Soup 6 PM Joint Service 7 PM

TELL ME A STORY

Soup Dinner at 6pm Worship Service at 7pm.
February 25 - Christ Lutheran
69 Main St, Hellertown PA
March 4 - Friedens Lutheran
2451 Saucon Valley Rd, Center Valley PA
March 11 - First UCC
501 Northampton St, Hellertown PA
March 18 - New Jerusalem
3233 Apples Church Rd, Bethlehem PA
March 25 - Lower Saucon UCC
1375 Third Ave, Hellertown PA

Labeled offering will be distributed to the designated
congregation. Unlabeled offering will be used
at the discretion of the host congregation.


http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit/daily-devotional/

Sunday, April 5, 9:00 AM

OLY H OR
SU AY

Sunday, April 12,9 am

JOINT YOUTH MINISTRY

A meeting of a joint group of youth in 7" to 12" grade
will be held monthly at First UCC. For further details
contact Pastor Becky.

Cooking Classes

We will continue to host cooking classes s« &;‘:@5‘3
led by Laura from lauramysweets.com g
-y

) £
Some will be for adults. Check our =3 ﬁ
bulletin boards and her website for more = = ..z

information.

LOWER SAUCON CHURCH CEMETERY
ASSOCIATION

Although this cemetery is now an independent non-
profit, it was once owned by our congregation. Many
of the ancestors of our congregation are buried there,
perhaps some of yours. The Board would like to
remind you that grave sites are still available at
reasonable rates. For more information check the
posting on our bulletin board or for assistance please
contact, Kathy J Kline at 610-419-0264 or Justina
McCardle at 610-838-6784.

Letter from Our Transitional Executive Conference
Minister Dated January 6, 2026

Dear Keystone Members and Friends —

“And the light shines in the darkness and the darkness
has not overcome it.” (John 1:5)

Grace and Peace to you this New Year! | pray your
Christmas season brought the blessings of hope, joy,
and peace to your hearts and homes. We now enter the
season of Epiphany together as a new Conference, a
new church body!

However, epiphany does not close the story of
Christmas; it opens it more widely. If Christmas bends
low—into straw and breath, into bodies pressed close
and love made fragile—Epiphany lifts our gaze. It
draws our eyes from the manger to the horizon, from
the particular to the vast. It reminds us that what God
has begun in Christ cannot be held in one place or told
in one voice alone.

On Epiphany we celebrate how Christ was revealed to
the Magi, men who read the sky fluently, peering out
for new revelations among the stars. The Magi crossed
borders and boundaries, guided by a light they did not
know but trusted to be significant. They remind us that



God’s self-giving grace and light do not stop at the
familiar edge of what is known. Instead, Christ’s light
has cosmic proportions — in Epiphany Christ is revealed
to the nations, and through them, to all creation.

This New Year means we begin life together as the
Keystone Conference — with our 500+ churches and
thousands of members. Epiphany’s widening light
speaks to who we are becoming. We are people shaped
by many waters and many roads: by the Susquehanna’s
steady flow through fields and towns; by the
Delaware’s winding passage between history and
change; by the Allegheny and Monongahela converging
into new beginnings. We are marked by ridges and
valleys, by city streets and quiet crossroads, by coal
towns, farm towns, metro areas and suburbia’s spread.

Epiphany proclaims that Christ is revealed not apart
from these places, but within them. The Word made
flesh continues to dwell where rivers carve the land and
where communities seek new ways to live with hope.
God’s light gleams on stone and water, sanctuary and
sidewalk, past and promise. What once guided the Magi
across deserts now shimmers through our shared life,
asking us to notice—to pay attention— to trust that God
is present here, too.

However, Epiphany does not allow us to remain only
observers. The Magi knelt. They offered what they had.
And then they left by another way home. We are
reminded that to encounter Christ revealed is to be
unsettled and remade—to walk with greater tenderness,
to step boldly into new places, to cross lines we once
guarded, and to carry the light into places longing for
grace.

So Epiphany asks us, gently and insistently: Where is
the light appearing now—along our rivers, in our
towns, among our neighbors? And how might we
follow it, even when it leads us home by a different
path?

Epiphany assures us that Christ is already among us—
shining through creation, revealed across difference,
calling us forward into a future held not by fear, but by
grace. May we learn to see the light as it widens and
have the courage to follow where it leads.

In Peace,

Carrie

Rev. Dr. Carrie Call

Transitional Executive Conference Minister
Keystone Conference, United Church of Christ

Search-A-Word Puzzle
Based on 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NRSV)

SRAEBMLRSDVEBM
LFVSDSEZRTUDNERE
JOVNEJOXOGGENL
LOLOOPYDIHGUSHZBB
XEAIPHOKVEMOGA
RICFXNCHNTATNT
TEDNTIZKVTEUSNSTITI
SEMWTDZEFDTACEOR
KIDRMUXZEFGTURYVDR
QUUULGUOTSNEGTI
HTVNRILRGWTIULTINU
HXRVEREJASSULOE
TWOCABYEEFNMERYV
NPATIENTRTIZPBWS

1 Corinthians 13:4-7
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or
boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not
rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures
all things.

*hkkkkhkhkkkikhkkkikhkkkihkikkik

A special thank you to Betty Byerley & Tony Nauroth
for acting as proof readers.

PLEASE SUBMIT ANY INFORMATION FOR THE
BUZZ BY THE 15™ OF THE MONTH TO
info@lowersauconucc.org
| WILL REPLY SO YOU KNOW I RECEIVED IT.


mailto:info@lowersauconucc.org

OUR CALENDAR PAGE
Please see
https://lowersauconucc.org/our-calendar/


https://lowersauconucc.org/our-calendar/

Taste and See g
Women's |
Retreat

in combination with First UCC

Feb. 6-8, 2026

Mariawald Retreat House
Reading, PA

For all women ages 18 and up

Friday, 7pm- Sunday, 11am

Includes meals and linens

$140 for shared room
D for single room

Sign up in the Narthex.

Speak with Pastor Becky for more information

“Both the Old Testament and the New are
sprinkled with hundreds of food references
like Hansel and Gretel’s breadcrumbs. From
that first bite in Genesis, the great story of
God is stuffed with mentions of food and
feasts. Everyday edibles become both a
source of sustenance and of sacred
symbolism. Food often takes on a spiritual
dimension, a physical representation of
God'’s grace and provision...food can become
a way to feed our bellies and satiate our
souls. Indeed, food is an expression of God’s
love made edible”

Margaret Feinberg




The \fw*mm:ﬂm_:..m: Family invites you

to a complimentary buffet dinner

ZRD ANNUAL

| aferdine

Wednesday
February 1i, 2026

5-7 p.m.

Cent

All Digtary concec
Butfet «:Q(.ana By

erpieces provided by Andy's and pennowell's Flower Sh

Grief does not simply
end. However, we can

support healing by
sharing our experiences
and helping one

another. We provide a
safe, respectful space
for open and positive
conversation as we
navigate times  of
sorrow together,

There will be nosales or
solicitations allowed at this
free community event. This
is about healing and moving
forward.

5 will be agdress
frooklyn's Catering

op and Patti’s Petals

INFORMATION: 610-838-0521

KRISTEN@HEINTZELMANFH.COM
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED

NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY S5, 2026

Showing the difference...

one family at a time.

LOCATION:

326 Main St (rear)
Hellertown, PA 15055

ouse *

The Heintzelman Family is grateful for the
support the communities. Our gesture is
about giving back to those who have given us
the opportunity to serve,



LOWER SAUCON UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

EASTER CANDY ORDER 2026
NAME
PHONE
TOTAL TOTAL

MILK DARK UNITS COST
Peanut Butter Eggs
1/2 1b. $7.00
11b. $14.00
Coconut Eggs
1/2 Ib. $7.00
11b. $14.00
Raisin Clusters
1/2 Ib. $7.00
1 1b. — s1400
Pretzel Bark
1/2 1b. $7.00
11b. = s1400
Non Pareils - -
1/2 1b. $7.00
11b. $14.00
Pretzel Rods 4/pkg $1.50

MILK WHITE Molds

1/2 1b. $7.00
11b. = su400
Lollipops 2/pkg $1.50
TOTAL ORDER

LAST DAY TO ORDER IS MARCH 1, 2026
Gerrie Koch 610-838-9350 or email
gkoch3@verizon.net
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